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Getting started with ebooks and ereaders

Readers everywhere are talking about ebooks. Schools, libraries and classrooms are buzzing with talk of this new technology.  The Hampshire School Library Service receives a question about this most days.  To support our subscribing schools in this area we have put together an information sheet on the basics you need to know about ebooks and ereaders.  
This document is about purchasing an ereader as an individual and not as a librarian. Our objective for the document is to ensure that librarians can give appropriate support to staff, parents and pupils when they are considering purchases.
This is not an exhaustive document and is only designed as an introduction to this rapidly changing area.

Dedicated ereader or other alternative device

The device on which you read an ebook is a matter of personal choice and just because some companies have been more prolific with their advertising does not mean that their devices are necessarily the most appropriate.

First, let us consider  the possible devices:

· dedicated ereader

· smart phone with ereader app
· laptop

· tablet computer with an ereader app
· netbook

· personal computer

These are all types of devices that can be used to read ebooks. There are two important points to consider when choosing the device: 

Can it support the reader to access the ebook when required? E.g. does it need to be portable or does it need to be used for long periods away from a power supply?
Can it support the content the reader wishes  to access? E.g. is there up to date children’s fiction available or can the device download from the local library or school library ebook collections?
For the purposes of this document we are going to consider the two most popular ways ebook reading is taking place.
Dedicated ereaders V ereader apps

Dedicated ereader – this is a device that is primarily created to be used to read electronic books.

Ereader App – this is short for ereader application, a small computer program that facilitates the reading of electronic books. These programs are divided into two categories: Apple Apps for the Iphone/Ipad/Ipod that can be downloaded from the Apple Store and android apps for other smart devices and these can be downloaded from the Android market place.
This table shows a selection of the most popular companies who provide:
	Dedicated ereaders
	Apps For Ipad/Ipod/Iphone
	Apps for Android

	Nook
	Apple IBooks
	Kindle App

	Kobo
	Bluefire
	Barnes and Noble

	Kindle
	Kobo App
	Sony-reader

	Sony
	Kindle
	Kobo

	Archos
	Barnes and Noble
	Aldiko


Both ereaders and apps have their own pros and cons and the decision on the type of device you choose will be dependent upon what you want to do with your technology.  To help you make informed choices here are some basic differences:

	
	Pros
	Cons

	Dedicated Ereader
	· Weigh less than tablet

· Battery life lasts longer

· Screen quality – eInk

· Price usually lower than tablet

· Don’t get distracted from reading by other Apps
	· No video

· Dedicated to reading books

· Another device to carry

· Can be restricted to one content supplier

	Ereader App
	· Transportable across devices

· Videos

· Music, pictures 

· Multiple apps on one device

· Selection of suppliers available

· Only one device to carryout multi-functionality
	· Weight and size

· Price usually high than ereader

· Battery life

· Screen not designed specifically for reading text

· Can get distracted by other functionality


In summary, if you want a device just to read books or you are restricted by cost, then a dedicated ereader is probably your preferred choice.  Alternatively, if you want multi-functionality and are prepared to spend more then an ereader app may better meet your needs.  Choosing your tablet device is then a whole other debate.

To help you make a considered choice when purchasing your ereader or tablet we have put together a quick reference guide:

	Areas to consider when purchasing an ereader or tablet computer

	
	

	Functionality
	

	What do I want to use the device for?
	

	Connectivity
	

	Does the device have/will I need?
· Wireless capability

· USB port

· SD Slot

· Headphone socket
	

	Format
	

	What format does the device support?

· epub

· pdf

· azw (Kindle)

· mp3 

· aa/aax (audio files)
	

	Content
	

	Where would I be able to access ebooks?

· Amazon

· Waterstones

· Apple ibooks

· Ebooks.com

· Foyles

· Google Play

· Kobo

· WH Smith

· Hampshire Public Library

· School Library

· Any other sources I would want to use, e.g. university, college
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